
 

 FINDING SCHOLARLY ARTICLES  

WHY CAN’T I JUST GOOGLE IT?  

oogle  i s  a  great  p lace to  start  search ing for  in formation,  but  i f  you  are only  us ing the open Web to 

do academic- level  research ,  you are  missing out .  Most  scholar ly  art ic les  are  not  f ree ly  avai lable ;  

they are beh ind paywal l s .  The l ibrary  purchases access to  scholar ly  in format ion .  Even Google Scholar  wi l l  

not  l ink  to  a l l  scho lar ly  art ic les in  the l ib rary’ s  databases.   

TO FIND RELIABLE SCHOLARLY MATERIALS, USE THE LIBRARY’S OVER 100 DATABASES.  

HERE’S HOW! 

1. GO TO MVCC.EDU  AND SELECT ACADEMICS.   
 

2. CHOOSE LIBRARIES FROM THE DROPDOWN MENU  
 

3. START YOUR RESEARCH BY SEARCHING THE LIBRARY COLLECTION.  

  Use the search box at  the top on the l ibrary’ s  home page.   

  A search using th is  box wi l l  return  catalog  i tems such as books and DVDs 

as wel l  as  sources  ava i lable  through  databases  such as scho lar ly  journa l ,  

newspaper ,  and magazine  art ic les .   

  The search box wi l l  NOT  search the 

ent ire l ibrary  co l lect ion .   

4. FOR THE MOST MEANINGFUL SEARCH, ENTER PHRASES IN QUOTATION MARKS [“”] 

AND USE BOOLEAN OPERATORS  

  Uses  quotat ion marks around phrases  to  ensure  the sear ch  eng ine 

f inds  a  set  o f  words in  the exact  order  you are looking for .   

  Use AND ,  OR ,  and NOT  to  narrow or  broaden your search.   

 

Us in g  AND  be twe e n se arc h 
te rm s wi l l  y ie ld  r e su lt s  th at  
conta i n  bot h te rm s .  
  E.G.  “c hi l d hood 

de p re s s io n ”  AND 
obe s i ty  

 

Us in g O R  b etw ee n s ear ch  
te rm s wi l l  y ie ld  r e su lt s  th at  
conta i n  e i th e r  o f  th e 
te rm s.  
  E.G.  o b es i t y  OR  

overw ei g ht  
 

Us in g NO T  be twe e n se arc h 
te rm s wi l l  e l i mi na te  r es u lt s  
tha t  co nt a i n  th e te rm af t e r  
NOT.  

  E.G.  d e pr es s ion  NOT 
pos tp ar tu m  
 

5. PRESS ENTER OR CLICK THE SEARCH BUTTON TO RETRIEVE RESULTS.  
 

6. REFINE YOUR RESULTS USING THE  SEARCH FILTERS ON TH E LEFT.  

  Choose avai lab le onl ine  to  obtain  result s  you can read immediately .  

  For scho lar ly  journal  art ic les,  choose  Peer -reviewed Journals .   

  To retr ieve result s  f rom  a speci f ic  per iod of  t ime,  change the dates  in  

the year  boxes  

  Resu lts  can be further  ref ined by  subject ,  author,  geography ,  language,  

etc.  

 

DON’T STOP THERE! TURN THE PAGE.  

See the  L ibrary ’s  Search 
L ike  a  Pro  guide  for  

more  search t ips .  
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7. USE A DATABASE SEARCH TO IMPROVE YOUR RESULTS 

A database search  provides access to  add it iona l  resources  such as 

journa ls ,  h igh  qua l ity  images ,  educat iona l  videos,  or  sub ject  

spec i f i c  reference mater ia l s.   

SEARCHING DATABASES 

On the l ib rary  homepage ( mvcc.edu/l ibrary ) ,  c l i ck  the 

Databases  button.  
 

  IF you know the database  you want ,  f ind that  

database us ing  the a lphabet  key.   

  IF you want resu lts  from mult ip le  d isc ip l ines or  

f ie lds of  study ,  search mult id isc ip l inary  databases  l ike Academic  

OneFi le  o r  Academic  Search Complete .  These are  the f i r st  databases  

l i sted on the database page.  

  IF you want results  in  one d isc ip l ine or  f ie ld  of  s tudy ,  search for  a  

subject  speci f i c  database .  

o  Select  the ALL SUBJECTS  dropdown menu to  f ind  a  database  In  your f ie ld  of  interest .  

o  Use a  database  des ignated as a  BEST BET  due to  i t s  large  amount o f  sub ject  spec i f i c  content,  OR  

read database descr ip t ions  to  locate the best  database for  your  needs .  
 

  Choose l imitat ions  for  your search (see number 6) .  

  Instructors frequent ly  requ ire sources that  come from scho lar ly  (peer -reviewed)  journa ls .   

  Instructors sometimes request  sources publ i shed  with in  the last  5  or  10  years .  

SEARCH TIPS 

  CONTROVERSIAL  ISSUE?  I f  you have to make an argument  or  write a  persuas ive  paper  on 

a  controvers ia l  top ic ,  t ry  these databases:  

  Oppos ing Viewpoints in  Context ;  I ssues and Controversies ;  CQ Researcher.  

  NO RESULTS! ?  Check your spel l ing,  t ry  d i f ferent  search terms ,  or  use a  d if ferent  

database.   

  CITATION: Many databases  provide c itat ions  for  journal  ar t ic les and  other  sources.  

  The c itat ion  tool  appears once a  source i s  se lected and can often  be found on a  

TOOLS menu  to  the r ight  of  the source  t i t le .  

  Cl ick  on the c itat ion icon,  choose the requ ired  c itat ion format ,  and copy  or  download  it .  

  To paste a  c i tat ion into a  Word document,  choose the MERGE FORMATTING paste opt ion.   

  NOTE:  These c itat ions  may have errors.  Always  check your  c i tat ion  with  a sty le  guide.    

HAVE A QUESTION? NEED ASSISTANCE? 

The ASK A L IBRARIAN  feature on  the l ibrar y ’s  m ain  page  a l lows students to  connect  with  an MVCC 

l ibrar ian during l ibrary  hours.   

Need ass i stance a fter  h ours? L ibrar ians across the country  provide 24 hour  onl ine support .  Access 

their  expert i se  through the ASK A LIBRARIAN  button  

S ign up for  tutor ing .  Wr it ing tutors can  help  you learn how to navigate  databases and c ite  sources .   

Go to th e Ut ica  Learn ing Commons  in  IT 129.  Inst ruct ional  Design L ibrar ian ,  Jocelyn I re land  i s  

often on si te  and  provides expert  individual ized  research  assi stance.   

WHAT IS A DATABASE?  

A database i s  a  

col lect ion of  in format ion 

used for  research and 

wr it ing .  Some databases  

provide in formation 

from many d isc ip l ines  

whi le others col lect  

informat ion speci f ic  to  

one f ie ld  o f  s tudy .  Many  

databases are on ly  

access ib le by  

subscr ipt ion.  The co l lege 

subscr ibes ,  so  you can 

access  h istor ic  and  up -

to-date informat ion .    

COMMON 

CITATION 

ICONS 

https://www.mvcc.edu/library
https://mvcc.libguides.com/about/AskUs
https://www.mvcc.edu/library/index.php
http://www.questionpoint.org/crs/servlet/org.oclc.admin.BuildForm?&page=frame&institution=12873&type=2&language=1
https://mvcc.libguides.com/about/AskUs
https://www.mvcc.edu/learning-commons/tutor-appointments.php
https://www.mvcc.edu/learning-commons/index.php

