
 

This handout is not intended to replace instructor’s directions. If the directions differ from those of your instructor, 

please do as your instructor asks.  

 

JOURNAL ARTICLE SUMMARY GUIDE   

THIS DOCUMENT IS INTENDED TO AID STUDENTS WRITING SUMMARIES OF PEER-REVIEWED STUDIES IN THE SOCIAL 

SCIENCES. IT MAY NOT WORK WELL FOR LITERATURE REVIEWS, META-ANALYSES, OR STUDIES IN OTHER FIELDS.  

Summ aries ,  l ike  abstracts ,  fo l low the structure of  the or igina l  art ic le:  Introduct ion ( and Background),  

Methods,  Results ,  and Discussion.  They frequently require  an  APA c itat ion .  Summ aries genera l ly  do not  

make use  of  d ir ect  quotes.  

DIRECTIONS :  To compose your summary,  fo l low prompts 1 -  6 .  

Use the quest ions a f ter  each prompt to  guide  your wri t ing.   

 TO SUMMARIZE THE INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND SECTION 

1.  State the research quest ion.  

To do this ,  ask  & answer :  What  were the researchers t ry ing to  d iscover  or  understand?  

2.  Note  why the researcher thought  the top ic  was worth invest igat ing .  

To do this ,  ask  & answer :  Why was  the research  necessary ? Why i s  the research  re levant  

at  th is  t ime ? What gap  in  knowledge or  understanding were the researchers  try ing to  

f i l l ?  

3.  State the hypothes is  or  hypotheses  tested  i f  g iven .   

To do this ,  ask  & answer :  What resul t (s )  d id  the researchers ant ic ipate  or  expect ?  

TO SUMMARIZE THE METHODS SECTION 

4.  Descr ibe the methods used to test  the hypothes is  or  to  seek an  answer to  the research quest ion.   

To do this ,  ask  & answer :  What d id  the researchers  do to test  the hypothes is  or  to  t ry  to  

f ind  the answer  to  the research quest ion ? CONSIDER THE POINTS BELOW  

a.  Discuss the part ic ipants  and what  they exper ienced .  

To do this ,  ask  & answer :  Who were the par t ic ipants  or who was enrol led in  the study ? 

How were the part ic ipants se lected?  What  d id  the part ic ipants experience  (t reatment,  

cond it ions,  in tervent ion ,  etc. )? What were the major  steps or  the procedure  o f  the 

experiment /study ?  

b .  State what  informat ion  was gathered and how that  in format ion  was  co l lected .  

To do this ,  ask  & answer :  What data or  in formation was  recorded or  col lected? What  

mater ia ls  (e .g .  surveys,  interviews)  and/or apparatus es (E .G.  computers)  were used to 

col lect  the data?  

c .  Indicat e how the col lected data was ana lyzed.   

To do this ,  ask  & answer:  What method of  ana lysi s  was used to  determine whether  the 

resu lt s  were s ign if icant?  
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TO SUMMARIZE THE RESULTS SECTION 

5.  Descr ibe the resu lt s  and  indicate  whether they were s ign if icant.  

To do this ,  ask  & answer :   

a .  What were the  major  f indings or  d iscoveries  of  the  study or  experiment?  

b.  Did the resul t s  support  the researchers’  hypothesis  or  hypotheses?  

c .  Did the resul t s  suggest  an answer to  the research quest ion and i f  so ,  what  was 

that  answer?   

TO SUMMARIZE THE DISCUSSION SECTION 

6.  Expla in  the strengths and weaknesses o f  the study  and the key  impl icat ions  and appl icat ions  o f  the 

resu lt s .   

To do this ,  ask  & answer:   

a.  Are resu lt s  consistent  with  previous studies or  do they suggest  something d i f ferent ?  

b.  What st rengths do t he researchers see in  how thei r  study  was conducted ? 

c.  What weaknesses do the researchers  see in  how their  study  was conducted ? 

d.  What do the researchers say  can  be done with  what  they  have learned  from th e 

study?  

  Do the researchers sugges t  a  change in  po l icy  or  pract ice ?  

e.  Do the researchers indicate that  more research  shou ld  be done,  i f  so,  in  what  

area(s)?  

 

APA JOURNAL ARTICLE CITATION  

 

JOURNAL ARTICLE WITH A DOI | PRINT, ONLINE, OR FROM A DATABASE 

TEMPLATE  

Author,  A.  A. ,  & Author  B.  B.  (Year  o f  pub l icat ion).  T it le of  art ic le.  Tit le  of  

Journa l ,  volume # ( i ssue # ,  i f  avai lab le) ,  page range.  ht tps://doi .org/ 123a  

SAMPLE 

Kossinets,  G. ,  &  Watts,  D. J .  (2009).  Or ig ins o f  homophi ly  in  an evo lving socia l  network.  American Journal  

of  Soc io logy,  115 (2) ,  405–450.  https://do i .org/10.1086/599247  

 

TURN ANY DOI  

 INTO A LINK| 

Add http://doi .or g/  

before  the 

alphanumer ic  code .  

 

 

https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1086/599247

